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INTRODUCTION

The Westerly Harbor Plan is formulated in artteregulate the Towd soastalwater
resource uses with a long range vision for controlled growth and development of harbor
and shoreline areas.

The legislative authorities are from the stateludingthe Rhode Island Coastal
Resources Management Cailrand the Departmemtf Environmental Management. In
1971 The General Assembly (RIGL-28) gave jurisdiction to CRMC to magmatidal
waters below the high tide which are held in trust for the public, including the Special
Area Management Plan (SAM) ftre coastal ponds. Thepproval of municipal Harbor
Management regulations and plans is stated under Section 300.15 of CRMC.

The Department of Environmental Management (DEM) has primary responsibility for
implementing requirements of the Federal Cleariéffsct, to protect ad improve water
guality standards.

The DEM Division of Fish and Wildlife manages fin and skisherieswithin the state
for propagation, transplanting and protecting shellfish.

Chapter 4 of Title 46 of the General Laws of Rhodients(Harbors and Haxrlines)
grants certain regulations by municipalities for public waters in their jurisdiction.

Activities can be controlled by Ordinance and an appointed Harbormaster.

Federal authority comes from the U.S. Army Corps of Enginesngiring permits forall
work subject to the ebb and flow of the tide, and regulation of navigation.

The role of the Harbor Bhagement Plan (HMP) is to gather information, decide on
issues, and implement the Ordinance. Required elerasmtsr CRMGre:

1. Public Access

2. Water Quality

3. Mooring Management

4. Storm Preparedness

5. Any additional issues that a migipality wishes to address may also be
included in the HMP.

The Plan must coordinate with the Comprehensive Plan (landsieopesterly, and
beapproved by the Westerly Town Council and Coastal Resources Management Council.

Success for the Plan@hld also include cooperation with the Pawcatuck, Connecticut
Harbor Plan for the river which is now in progress



WESTERLY HMC MISSION STATEMENT

Three bodies of water act as boundaries to Wes
which separates Wesly, Rhode Island from Pawcatuck, Connecticut; the Atlantic

Ocean, which forms Westerl|l yobestandor el i ne boun
Quonochontaugond to the east, shared by the Town of Westerly and the Town of

Charlestown. There are also severdlsalponds within Westerlyds bo
bodies of water define and accent the overall character of Westerly andiginesster

as destinabns by scores of visitors during the summer months.

The Westerly Harbor Management Planning Conteaihas been tasked with creating
a Harbor Management Plan for these significant town resources. This plan must meet the
acceptaone criteria mandatedypthe Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management
Council (CRMC) as it will become a staapproved HarboManagement Plan. The plan
intends:

1. To encourage the responsible use of all (o
resources.

2. To provde for management anghlance in the equitable distribution of
commercial, transient and private moorings.

3. To preserve, mainitaand expand public access to the water and waterfront in
order to maximize the ability of residents and visitors to enjoyoalkal and
marine resaorces.

4. To work with appropriate agencies in order to improve water quality.

5. To preserve CRMC water typds;provide for recreational and commercial
interests while protecting open space, scenic vistas and wildlife habitats, wherever
precticable.

6. To promot boating safety by monitoring and controlling speed limitsyake
zones and noise factors while desiting various zone activities and intensities.

7. To work hanéin-hand with all marine, harbor and environmental agencies at the
local, state and feder&vels, including coastal management programs of the
towns of Stonington and Charlestown.

8. To address star preparedness with the Town of Westerly, in order to establish or
maintain policies that reduce damage from storms, espemaliydoring-holders
andall shoreline users.

9. To establish management review and dispute settlement proc@dwes as
appeals ath fair-hearing® for relevant Harbor Management Committee policies
and practices.



PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Westerly ismostlysurrounded by water.

Startihg on the East at the Charlestown line one and one quarter miles of barrier beach
separate the Atlanticé@an from Quonochontaug Pond culminating in a rocky peninsula
at Weekapaug. A breach way one half mile east of the Town linkaheStown provides
aacess from the pond to the Atlantic Ocean.

From Weekapaug another five and three quarter miles of bbheadeh extends all the
way to Watch Hill Point. A breach way at Weekapaug provides access to Winnapaug
pond which runs behind thgestern half of the bach. Further west behind the beach is
landlocked Maschaug Pond.

From Watch Hill Point a third barrierelach runs a mile and a half to Napatree Point and
on its North or inshore side forms the Southern boundary of Little NarragBagefthe
waters fromWatch Hill Point to Napatree and between the shore and a range of reefs
several hundred yards offshore @ major entrance from the ocean to Fishers Island
Sound and beyond it to Long Island Sound. The tides run strong in Watétas#dte
making the rekea favorite fishing spot.

Little Narragansett Bay is bounded on the West by the remnants of SandyBe&one

the 1938 hurricane Sandy Point was an extension of Napatree and ran all the way North
to the Connecticut shore where thesleral channel ented the Bay. Over the years the
breach between Napatree and Sandy Point widened, Sandy Point septratem(as
shown in the picture above), then three smaller Islands and in the winter of 2007/8 the
two southernmost islandssdppeared and now (2@) only the northernmost remains.

There is now a mile of open water between Sandy Point and Nafatogling sand

from both ends has migrated into the Bay developing extensive shoals. A natural channel
lies near the Southern @daree) shoal. It iprivately marked in the summer and

extensively used by small boats entering and leaving the Bay.

Little Narragansett Bay is bounded on the North by the Connecticut shore and on the East
by the Rhode Island shore starting at Watdh Eve at the South;oster Cove, Potter

Cove, and Colonel Willie Cove to the North to the Pawcatuck River entiEnedices

run strong in Watch Hill Passage making the reef a favorite fishing spot and a boon for
Westerl yds commercial fishing fleet.

The Pawcatuck Rivederiving its name from the Native American term, Paquatuck,

meaning ficl ear , o p,éormms part of thé eoiddr lmetween Rhohae | rivern
Island and Connecticuthe River and its watershed span an area of 317 squard miles

260in Rhode Island an8l7 in Connecticut, stretches 23 miles North to South and 20

miles East to West and discharges 40,500cciget per minute of fresh water into the

estuary between Westerly and Pawcatuck Connecticut.
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Harbor Boundaries

For the purpos d this Harbor Managment Plan, the Harbor District consists of the
waters of the Atlantic Ocean and Fishers Island Scasmeasured 500 feet from the
shore all of Quonochontaug Pond East to the Charlestown town line, all of Winnapaug
Pond, the Rhodksland portion of Litte Narragansett Bay to the Connecticut border and
the Rhode Island side of the Pawcatuck River to thd bEnavigation in downtown
Westerly.

Water Depths

Water depths in Quonochontaug Pondestmated to bbetween five and ninkeet

although therera holes up to sixteen. Winnapaug Ponessmated to bthree to five

feet with one hole of fourteen. &ér depths in Little Narragansett Bay and the

Pawcatuck River are shown on NOAA chart 132M®@AA chart 13215 illustrates the

sauthern shoreline fronWatch Hill Point to Point Judith. There are no depths recorded

on this chart for Winnapaug and Quonoclaaigt PondsThe Federal channel is dredged

to six feet at the Bay entrance at Sandy Psmien feet to Pawcatuck Point decregsin

to 4.1 feet in dowrdwn Westerly. The Southerly extension to Watch Hill Cove is

dredgel t o 9 f eet . Th enNapatfedPointeand SafdZRointds, bet we e
generally five feet but three or four going over the bar on the Fishers Island Sound side.

Wata Use Designations

| Westerly (east) Y
Water Type Classification e

Legend
—— water type boundary ‘
'CRMC Water Type Classification

- 1 Conservation Areas

7] 2Low Intensity Use

JI 3 Hioh intensity Boating

|| aMuitipurpose Waters

|| 5 Recreational and Commercial Harbors. ;s
JI 6 industrial Waterfronts and Commercial Navigation Channels | (&
CRMC Barriers




Westerly (west)
Water Type Classification

Legend
—— water type boundary
'CRMC Water Type Classification

Il 1 Conservation Areas

7] 2 Low Intensity Use

[ 3 Hioh Intensity Boating

| amunipurpose waters

|| 5Recreational and Commercial Harbors

I 6 industrial Waterfronts and Commercial Navigation Channels
CRMC Barriers

JI0 0 - developed

JI M- moderately developed
|| u-undeveloped

Y consial wetiands in Type 3-6 wals

Priority Uses

DEM, Division of WaterResources, has established surface water quality standards for
the various harbors, inlets and waterways of the state. CRMfidaske types of
acftvities that can be conducted in the waters and on the adjacent lands.

DEM6s f our s ur dlaasdieationsdot seawater aradescribgd below:

Class SA- These waters are designated for shellfish harvesting fott tiean
consumption, pmary and secondary contact recreational activities, and fish and wildlife
habitat. They shall be suitablerfaquacultural uses, navigation, and industrial cooling.
These waters shall have good aesthetic value.

Class SB These vatas are designated fprimary and secondary contact recreational
activities; shellfish harvesting for controlled relay and depamaand fish and wildlife



habitat. They shall be suitable for aquacultural uses, navigation, and industrial cooling.
Thesewaters shall have goaakesthetic value.

ClassSB1- These waters are designated for primary and secondary contact recreational
activities and fish and wildlife habitat. They shall be suitable for aquacultural uses,
navigation, and industrial coolingh&s waters shall have gal aesthetic value. Primary
contact recreational activities may be impacted due to pathogens from approved
wagdewater discharges. However all Class SB criteria must be met

Class SG These waters are designated for secondary cinetereational activitig, and
fish and wildlife habitat. They shall be suitable for aquacultural uses, navigation, and
industrial coting. These waters shall have good aesthetic value.

The DEM surface water quality standards for the tidal waters inenegallow:
Tidal Pawcéuck River from Route 1 highway bridge to Pawcatuck R&ekL

Tidal Pawcatuck River from Pawcatuck Rock tina from Rhodes Point, Rl to
Pawcatuck Point, CT. WesteilySB

Little Narragansett Bay west of a line extending fromvBituck Point in Conneatut to
Rhodes Point in Rhode Island, excluding the area described &fow:

Little Narragansett Bay includg Watch Hill Cove, southeast of a line from the
northernmost extension of land that forms Napatree Point to the westtpaimt of
land on thesouth side of the mouth of Fosters CoSa{b}

There are six water types defined by the CRMC. These aralliokibe characteristics of
the shoreline, as the activities on the adjacent waterfront are the primary factors
determinng the quality and used specific water sites.

Typel
Waters abut shorelines in a natural undisturbed condition and are geokssified as

conservation areas, with the goal of preserving and protecting these waters from adverse
uses and activite Included in this categy is one or more of the following: (1) water

areas that are within or adjacent to the boundaries of desthwatllife refuges and
conservation areas, (2) water areas that have retained natural habitat or maintain scenic
valuesof unique or unusual sigiicance, and (3) water areas that are particularly

unsuitable for structures due to their exposure to sevave action, flooding, and

erosion.

The Council 6s Goal i's to preserve &ad protec
have the potentidb degrade scenic, wildlife, and plant habitat values, or which may
adversely impact water quality or natushbreline types.



Type 1 areas Napatree Point, Sandy Point, the southern coastline, and a small northeast
portion of Winnapaug Pond.

Priority uses includeFishing, swimming, wildlife areas, conservation uses, and low
intensityrecreational activities.

Type 2
Low Intensity Use Areas: The Council's goal is to maintain and, where possible, restore

the high scenic value,ata quality, and naturdhabitat values of these areas, while
providing for lowintensity uses that will not detract from these valUdss category
includes water in areas with high scenic values that suppoiihtewsity recreational and
residential ges These waters includgeasonal mooring areas where good water quality
and fish and wildlife habitat are maintained.

Type 2 areas Little Narragansett Bay, the Pawcatuck River up to Pier 65 Marina, The
majority of Winnapaug Pond and Quonochontaug Pond

Priority uses includeFishing, swimming, conservation areas, maintenance of existing
navigational channels, transient anchoragasanesidential boating facilities, launching
ramps.

Type 3
High Intensity Recreational Boating Areas: The Council'd igta preserve, protecand

where possible, enhance Type 3 areas for-mginsity boating and the services that
support this actity. This category includes intensely utilized water areas where
recreational boating activities dominate and where dfjg@nt shorelines are deloped
as marinas, boatyards, and associated vestieanced and watelependent businesses.

Type 3 ared The Pawcatuck River from Pier 65 to the Stillman Avenue bridge is the
only area designated as Type 3.

Priority uses for Tge 3 Waters include: pulid launching ramps, boatyards, marinas,

Type 4
The Council's goal is to maintain a balance among the digetsaties that must coexist

in Type 4 waters. The changing characteristics of traditional activities and the
developmenof new waterdependentises shall, where possible, be accommodated in
keeping with the principle that the Council shall work to presend restore ecological
systems

Type 4 areas The designated channel from the Connecticut border up the Pawcatuck
River is designated as Tgpd.

Priority uses include: Recreational fishing, boatingierdependent commercial,
industrial, and/or higrintensity recreational activities.



Type 5
Commercial and Recreational Harbors: The Council's goals are to maibtanee

among diverse pbrelated activities, including recreational boating, commercial fishing,
restaurants, and other watarhancd businesses; to promote the efficient use of space;
and to protect the scenic characteristics that make these aressetaltourism. These
waters are adjacent to waterfront areas that support a variety of tourist, recreational, and
commercial activies.

Type 5 areas The only Type 5 area in the Town of Westerly is Watch Hill Cove.
Priority uses include: Berthing, maong, servicing of rectaional crafts, commercial

fishing vessels or ferries, watdependent, wateznhanced commerce, maintenante o
navigational channels and removal of obstructions to navigation.

Type 6
There are no Type 6 designated areas in tdvenof Westerly

FEMA Flood Plain Maps

1. Sandy Point

2. Napatree Point Western End

3. Napatree Poirit Eastern End to Winnapaug Pond
4. Block Island Sound

5. Quonochontaug Pond West

6. Quonochontaug Pond East

7. Quonochontaug PondBreachway

8. Pawcatuck River South

9. Pawcatick Riveri Mid

10. PawcatuckRriver - South

Flood PlainMaps FEMA V-Zones
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