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SUBSTANCES THAT COULD BE IN WATER

To ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the
U.S.EPA prescribes regulations limiting the
amount of certain contaminants in water
provided by public water systems. U.S. Food
and Drug Administration regulations establish
limits for contaminants in bottled water, which
must provide the same protection for public
health. Drinking water, including bottled
water, may reasonably be expected to contain
at least small amounts of some contaminants.
The presence of these contaminants does not
necessarily indicate that the water poses a
health risk.

The sources of drinking water (both tap
water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes,
streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells.
As water travels over the surface of the land
or through the ground, it dissolves naturally
occurring minerals, in some cases, radioactive
material, and substances resulting from the
presence of animals or from human activity.
Substances that may be present in source
water include:

Microbial Contaminants, such as viruses
and bacteria, which may come from sewage
treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural
livestock operations, or wildlife;

Inorganic Contaminants, such as salts and
metals, which can be naturally occurring or
may result from urban stormwater runoff,
industrial or domestic wastewater discharges,
oil and gas production, mining, or farming;

Pesticides and Herbicides, which may come
from a variety of sources such as agriculture,
urban stormwater runoff, and residential uses;

Organic Chemical Contaminants, including
synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which
are by-products of industrial processes and
petroleum production and may also come
from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff,
and septic systems;

Radioactive Contaminants, which can be
naturally occurring or may be the result of oil
and gas production and mining activities.

For more information about contaminants and
potential health effects, call the U.S. EPA's
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791.
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SAMPLING RESULTS

Our water is monitored for many kinds of
contaminants on a very strict sampling schedule.
The information below represents only those

substances that were detected; our goal is to keep all
detections below their respective maximum allowed
levels. The State recommends monitoring for certain
substances less often than once per year because the

concentrations of these substances do not change
frequently. In these cases, the most recent sample
data are included, along with the year in which the
sample was taken.

R ATED BSTAN UNREGULATED AND OTHER SUBSTANCES
Highest Level [ Ideal Goal . Year |Average Range
.Subfstance S Yealr d Allowed MCLG / nghelst Rangelt & Violation Typical Source Substance (Unit of Measure)  [Sampled| Amount | Low-High
(Unit of Measure) ampled| icL/MRDL) | MRDLG Result Results Detected
. Discharge of drilling wastes ; Discharge from Bromochloroacetic Acid (ppb) 2022 1.5 1.4-1.6
Barium (ppm) 2021 2 2 0.099 0.01-0.09¢ No metal refineries; Erosion of natural deposits Bromodichloromethane (ppb) 2022 1.4 ND-47.5
Runoff/leaching from insecticide used on Bromoform (ppb) 2022 | 018 ND-0.92
Benzene (ppb) 2022 > 0 ND ND No | cotton and cattle Chloroform (ppb) 2022 | 136 | ND69
Discharge from metal refineries and coal- Dibromoacetic Acid (ppb) 2022 ND ND-ND
Beryllium (ppb) 2021 2 2 0.030 ND-0.03 No burning factories; Discha.rge fro!'n electrical, Dibromochloromethane (ppb) 2022 | 0.66 ND-4.6
aerospace, and defense industries Dichloroacetic Acid (ppb) 2022 | 15 | 1119
Corrosion of galvanized pipes; Erosion of Nickel (ppm) 2020 | 0.001 [ ND-0.0073
Cadmium (ppb) 2021 5 5 0.10 ND-0.1 No natural deposits; Discharge from metal > -
PP : : refineries; Runoff from waste batteries and Radon (pC|/|) 2017 | 1167 | 791-1692
- paints — - Sodium (ppm) 2022 | 19.44 | 9.5-39.8
Chlorine (ppm) 2022 4 4 1.32 ND-1.32 No Water additive used to control microbes Trichloroacetic Acid (ppb) 2022 205 15256
. Discharge from steel and mills; Erosion of
Chromium (ppb) 2021 100 100 1 ND-1 No natural deposits . A » ® A A ® OR
Fluoride (ppm) 2021 4 4 0.21 ND-0.21 No Erosion of natural deposits A PAR VIR
Haloacetic Acids (HAA) (ppb) | 2022 60 NA 6.1 4.0-6.1 No By-product of drinking water disinfection . Year | Average Rangfz
Nitrate (ppm) 2021 10 10 232 | 018232 | No | Runoff from fertilizer use Substance (Unit of Measure)  (Sampled ISAET:;:L Low-High
Tol 202 1 1 ND ND-ND N Disch fi | f i - -
oluene (ppm) 020 f ° ischarge from petroleum factories Perfluorobutanesulfonic Acid (PFBS) (ppt) | 2021 1.58 | ND-6.0
Presence o . :
Total Coliform Bacteria' 2022 Coliform Bacteria in 0% 0.4% 0-0.4% No Naturally present in the environment PerﬂUOYOhePtan?'C A?Id (PFHPA) (ppt) 2081 052 ND22
(Monthly Max %) >5% of the monthly ° e e y P Perfluorononanoic Acid3 (PFNA) (ppt) 2019 | 0.48 |ND-4.5
samples Perfluorooctanesulfonate Acid (PFOS) (ppt)| 2021 2.83 [ ND-5.0
Toxaphene (ppb) 2022 3 0 ND ND-ND No SDti;cahaergtz:rkc;n;:gcltac:‘r;efﬁ;lsLeaching from gas Perfluorooctanoic Acid (PFOA) (ppt) 2021 3.58 [ ND-6.0
p—— prp— 9 Perfluoroundecanoic Acid3 (PFUnA) (ppt) | 2019 | 0.27 | ND-2.4
Trihalosn'Eect)haanes] (opb) 2022 80 NA (average) 14.32-20.73 No By-product of drinking water disinfection Perfluorodecanoic Acid3 (PFDA) (ppt) 2019 0.59 | ND-5.1
Turbidity (NTU) 2021 TT 0 242 | ND242 | No | Soil runoff Perfluorohexanoic Acid (PFHxA) (ppt) 2021 | 1.52 |ND-4.0
Tap water samples were collected for lead and copper analyses from sample sites throughout the community Perfluorohexanesulfonic Acid (PFHxS) (ppt)| 2021 | 0.17 | ND-2.0
A Ideal Goal | Amount Sites - -
(Unii ucI;.fslt/T::seure) SarY'neaIre d Efxgﬁiﬁn MCLG / | Detected [Above AL/|Violation Typical Source ATED CONTZ 3 = =
P MRDLG |(90thd%tile) Total Sites R PART 4 MR
! ] . Year |Average| Range
90% of samples Corrosion of household plumbing systems; )
Copper (ppm) 2021 s than 1.3 ppm 13 0.221 0730 No Erosion of natural deposits Substance (Unit of Measure) Sampled Amountd Low-High
Detecte
L 90% of samples Corrosion of household plumbing systems; M hl ic Acid?® (pob 2018 52 |ND-11.6
ead (ppb) 2021 0 8.5 1/30 No ; - onochloroacetic Acid® (ppb) . .
less than 15 ppb Erosion of natural deposits - -
Monobromoacetic Acid? (ppb) 2018 | 0.42 |[ND-0.65
DEFINITIONS Dichloroacetic Acid (ppb) 2022 1.5 | 1.1-1.9
AL (Action Level): The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment ~ MRDLG  (Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal): The level of a drinking water Trichloroacetic Acid (ppb) 2022 2.05 1.5-2.6
or other requirements which a water system must follow. disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect B h tic Acid (ppb) 2022 15 1416
MCL (Maximum Contaminant Level): The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed i the benfits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants. |.'omoc oro?ce I? c\d PP . T
drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as fgasible using the best availal?le NA: Not applicable Dibromoacetic Acid (ppb) 2022 ND ND-ND
g?j::::rn(ti ;ecraﬁaoagr{a iedcgrr)‘da"y MCLs (SMCLs) are established to regulate the aesthetics N (Not detected): Indicates that the substance was not found by laboratory analysis. Bromodichloroacetic Acid (ppb) 2018 | 1.7 | ND-8.6
MCLG (Maximum Contaminant Level Goal): Contaminant Level Goal): The level of a pCIb/L (plcocurlilfer I}tgr):AmeasEre of rad|oa;'t|||\'/|ty. ) i Chlorodibromoacetic (ppb) 2018 | 094 | 0.7-1.4
contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. ~ PPP (parts per bi :rn)' One [pEIRSY ;tance [Pl IITn PEES water(o(rmmrngrams per ||ter;. Bromide (ppb) 2018 | 28.0 [20.0-37.9
MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. ppm (parts per million): One part substance per million parts water (or milligrams per liter). -
MRDL (Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level): The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in  ppt (parts per trillion): One part substance per trillion parts water (or nanograms per liter). Total Organic Carbon (ppb) 2018 | 074 |ND-1.38
drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for 7T (Treatment Technique): A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant Managanese (ppb) 2020 7 7

control of microbial contaminants.

in drinking water.

Table Footnotes: 1) This value refers to the highest monthly percentage of positive samples detected during the year. For 2021 Westerly Water collected 565 samples for coliform bacteria of which

only 1 sample was positive.

LEAD IN HOME PLUMBING
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious
health problems, especially for pregnant women
and young children. Lead in drinking water is
primarily from materials and components associated
with service lines and home plumbing. The Westerly
Water Department is responsible for providing
high-quality drinking water but cannot control the
variety of materials used in plumbing components.
When your water has been sitting for several hours,
you can minimize the potential for lead exposure
by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes
before using water for drinking or cooking. If you
are concerned about lead in your water, you may
wish to have your water tested. The Westerly Water
Department is actively working toward renewing
all lead services left within the system. Information
on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and
steps you can take to minimize 1.

~r

exposure is available from the
Safe Drinking Water Hotline or
at www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

RADON

Radon is a radioactive gas that you cannot see,
taste, or smell. It is found throughout the U.S.
Radon can move up through the ground and into
a home through cracks and holes in the foundation.
Radon can build up to high levels in all types of
homes. Radon can also get into indoor air when
released from tap water from showering, washing
dishes, and other household activities. Compared
to radon entering the home through soil, radon
entering the home through tap water will in most
cases be a small source of radon in indoor air.
Radon is a known human carcinogen. Breathing air
containing radon can lead to lung cancer. Drinking
water containing radon may also cause increased
risk of stomach cancer. If you are concerned about
radon in your home, test the air in your home.
Testing is inexpensive and easy. You should pursue
radon removal for your home if the level of radon
in your air is 4 pCi/L or higher. There are simple
ways to fix a radon problem that are not too costly.
For additional information, call your state radon
program or call U.S. EPA's Radon Hotline at (800)
SOS-RADON.

WHAT IS A CROSS CONNECTION?

Cross-connections that contaminate drinking water
distribution lines are a major concern. A cross
connection is formed at any point where a drinking
water line connects to equipment (boilers), systems
containing chemicals (air conditioning systems, fire
sprinkler systems, irrigation systems) or water sources of
questionable quality. Cross-connection contamination
can occur when the pressure in the equipment or
system is greater than the pressure inside the drinking
water line (backpressure). Contamination can also occur
when the pressure in the drinking water line drops due
to fairly routine occurrences (main breaks, heavy water
demand) causing contaminants to be sucked out from
the equipment and into the drinking water line (back
siphonage).

Outside water taps and garden hoses tend to be the most
common sources of cross-connection contamination
at home. The garden hose creates a hazard when
submerged in a swimming pool or when attached to
a chemical sprayer for weed killing. Garden hoses that
are left lying on the ground may be contaminated by
fertilizers, cesspools or garden chemicals. Improperly
installed valves in your toilet could also be a source of
cross-connection contamination.

Community water supplies are continuously jeopardized
by cross-connections unless appropriate valves, known
as backflow prevention devices, are installed and
maintained. We have surveyed all industrial, commercial,
and institutional facilities in the service area to make
sure that all potential cross connections are identified
and eliminated or protected by a backflow preventer.
We also inspect and test each backflow preventer to
make sure that it is providing maximum protection.

For more information call the Safe Drinking Water
Hotline at (800) 426-4791.

For more information call the Safe Drinking
Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791.

Table Footnotes:
2) 4000 pCi/l of Radon in water contributes about 0.4 pCi/l of Radon in air.
3) Substance was sampled with results below detection limits in years since detected result.

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION

You are invited to participate in our public forum
and voice your concerns about your drinking water.
The Town Council meets on the first, second, and
third Mondays of the month, beginning at 5:30
p.m., at Town Hall, 45 Broad Street, Westerly, RI
and is broadcast via Zoom and Facebook.

VIOLATIONS (TIER 1 PUBLIC NOTICE)

The Westerly Water Department was issued two
reporting violations over the past year. While these
were not emergencies and did NOT impact the
quality of our drinking water, these were clerical
issues, our customers have the right to be informed.
The WWD is required to report the results and test
measurement within the first ten days following the
month in which the result is received. The sampling
and reporting are conducted by a laboratory
agency contracted by the WWD; two violations
were issued to the WWD due to failure to report
on time. As soon as this issue arose, the WWD was
quick to rectify the issue.

1. The Total Coliform report that came back
“positive” was submitted to us on Saturday
December 12, 2022, due to the weekend
schedule this information did not get reported
to DOH within (24) hours as
required. This test came back
“negative” when retested.

2. Along with the first violation,
from the date of the sampling
results we had 30 days to test
the remainder of the wells
and report back to RIDOH our
findings. We were unaware
of this, and the report got
submitted on day 31. (The
sampling was complying with
DOH regulations)

QUESTIONS?

For more information about this report, or for
any questions relating to your drinking water

please contact the Director of Public Works —
Utilities Division;

Max Sposato at (401) 348-2561.



